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Presidents Message

Greetings! I hope everyone is having a wonderful
2019! I am very fortunate to be working with a
wonderful newly elected board and leadership
team. I am excited to share some of the work that
is in progress and so proud of our annual
conference and silent auction we had back in
Kohler in January. For those of you who couldn’t
make it, I really thought this years silent auction
and annual event was the best ever!! It was so
wonderful to be back at the American Club and
see the hard work of so many of you wonderful
volunteers all come together. Below are a few
pictures from the two days in Kohler.

Thanks to every single one of you that played a
role in making our annual event a huge success,
it really is quite the example of what we can
accomplish when we all work together! I also
wanted to say a very special thank you to Lauren
Sollazo and Barbara Sundquist for their
leadership and hard work on the silent auction.
This year we raised about $12,000 which has
been the best ever! The money raised pays for
the scholarships we will be awarding in May (see
Liz Barker’s announcement for more information)
and pays for our charitable giving in October as
well as helps pay for our wonderful speakers.
 
I also wanted to thank the following folks who
spent nine months working on the line up of
speakers, and making sure every detail of the two
days were well thought out. Thank you to Matt
Hoffman, Sunshine McNerney, Emily Wright, Amy
Flanagan, Jesse Funk and Megan Leibow who
really went above and beyond! And a huge thank
you to all of our wonderful sponsors! Without our
sponsors, we estimate the ticket price to our
annual event would be about $400, and hard for
most of us to get the support to attend, and for
that I am very grateful!
 
From the overwhelming positive feedback we
received, we have decided to book next years
annual conference again at the American Club
and the planning has already begun, so mark
your calendars for January 14-15, 2020 (note it
will be one week later than in years past)!

https://wisconsinbta.org/index.php


 
In January, a few of us on the board had the
opportunity to attend GBTA’s Leadership Summit
in Nashville where we had the chance to met with
other chapter leaders and bring back some ideas
to our chapter. I also found out how lucky we are
to have such an engaged and active chapter. We
all came back with a list of ideas to try over the
next few years and I’m pleased to announce we
are going to be trying a few new things this year
including a happy hour in March after our meeting
– for anyone who wants to stay after and network
at the Blue Harbor – please plan on hanging out
with your fellow members and guests! We will
still have a “direct only” session, but the
networking opportunity will continue for two hours
after the meeting.
 
One other change we are working on is starting
up some social gatherings outside of chapter
meetings to give people a chance to make the
most out of their membership and to give non
members a chance to get to know more about
the GBTA Wisconsin group. More news to follow,
but for now we will be planning an event in
Madison and Milwaukee later this year! This will
be a free to attend event, and folks will have to
pay for their own food and beverages, but will be
given the gift of wonderful company for an
evening �
 
I’m also very excited that we will be having our
May chapter meeting at the Appleton airport which
is going to be a very unique experience in touring
the hangers and finding out more about private
aviation, something that is becoming more
popular with many corporate programs.
 
If anyone has any other requests, feedback or
suggestions, please feel free to reach out to any
board member as we continue to make
relentless forward progress as a wonderful
Wisconsin chapter and are committed to looking
into ways to help you make the most of your
membership. If anyone is interested in any
volunteer roles, or would like to be more involved,
please reach out to Jane Thomas
(jthomas@grandhotel.com) our Volunteer
Coordinate and she will make sure to find you an
opportunity.
 
Wishing you all a wonderful last few weeks of
winter and looking forward to seeing you all in
March so we can toast farewell to winter and
cheer on spring!
 

mailto:jthomas@grandhotel.com


Membership

Now that we’re a couple of months into 2019, a
lot of the dust has settled on membership
renewals and we have a good idea of the number



of people we’ll have in our chapter this year. We
have a handful of new members, new people
taking over old memberships, and members that
have left us and come back. Make sure to keep
an eye open for the “New Member” ribbons on
people’s badges at the next couple of meetings,
introduce yourself, and make them feel welcome.
 
One topic we’ve discussed at some of our recent
board meetings has been ways to encourage
more networking. We came up with a couple of
ideas that you may notice at our March chapter
meeting, but since networking is one of the main
reasons our organization exists, I’d also like to
urge everyone to step out of your comfort zone
and strike up a conversation with someone
you’ve never met before. It’s easy to stick with
people you know and lots of fun to catch up if you
haven’t seen someone in a while (I’m as guilty as
anyone!), but to make the most of the networking
benefit of your membership, it’s important to
meet some new people as well!
 
If the idea of approaching a complete stranger is
a little frightening, you’re not alone, but I found a
suggestion that may help you overcome that fear:
find a networking buddy! Track down one of the
people you know and work the room together. As
a duo, you and your buddy can introduce
yourselves to new people, introduce each other to
someone only one of you knows, and make all
sorts of new friends!
 

Scholarship

2019 – Scholarships
Applications Now Open!

 
We are committed to providing continuing
education to all of our members. In conjunction
with this goal, and because of the generosity of
our members during the Silent Auction, we are
proud to offer five (5) scholarships in 2019.
This year we will awarding: two (2) scholarships
(to cover registration fee only) to attend GBTA’s
2019 Convention in Chicago, IL from August 3rd –
7th, 2019. One (1) scholarship will be awarded to
a Direct member and one (1) scholarship will be
awarded to an Allied member. You must not have
attended GBTA Convention in the last two years
to be eligible. We also will be awarding one (1)
$2,000 scholarship that can be used towards any
GBTA registration (for GBTA Convention,
Legislative Summit, or GBTA continuing
education program/certification such as GLP)
and associated travel costs.
 In addition, GBTA Wisconsin Chapter is proud to
offer two (2) $1,500 Family Member General
Education Scholarships - available to any active
GBTA Wisconsin Chapter immediate family
member for any continuing education program of
their choosing.
 
For more information about the 2019 Scholarship
Program click below

GBTA Scholarship Application Member

GBTA Scholarship Application Family
 

https://files.constantcontact.com/81db9a37601/094cfcab-94a8-4ae7-bf0f-497aef29f47a.doc
https://files.constantcontact.com/81db9a37601/bc1e3563-c33f-4100-8b63-b3d695eebc1c.doc


Recipients of this year's scholarships will be
announced at the May 8, 2019 meeting.
All applications must be completed and returned
to Liz Barker by Monday, April 8, 2019!

2018 Recipient Testimonial
Check out the comments from the 2018 GBTA
Conventions Member recipient Emily Rauber

I was honored to receive the GBTA scholarship
last year, which provided me with complimentary
registration for the 2018 GBTA Convention in San
Diego, CA.
 
The Convention showcases 400+ exhibiting
companies, an agenda featuring 100+ education
& professional development sessions and
7,000+ attendees representing over 50 countries.
Convention 2018 offered state-of-the-art
education, exclusive networking opportunities
and news on the latest innovations in the
industry.
 
It’s always good to connect online and by phone,
but the best way to connect with leaders and
others in the industry is face to face! With
thousands of people together in one place
sharing the same travel and hospitality passion,
you will leave with an overwhelming number of
significant new connections made. Convention
offers a variety of events specifically geared
toward making new business connections
through socializing with your peers.
Convention offers more than 100 educational
sessions, with wonderful speakers from both
within and beyond the travel industry. The
educational sessions are made to be accessible
and engaging, allowing you to learn as much as
possible by personalizing the experience to your
needs and interests.
It is a great networking and learning opportunity.
There truly is something for everyone, and I will
definitely make this an annual event not to miss!
 
 

Charitable Giving March Meeting

We will be collecting items for Safe Harbor
Shelter from the Storm, in Sheboygan.

Safe Harbor is an emergency shelter that strives
to create a safe and respectful community free of
violence for families that may be fleeing from
domestic violence and sexual assault.
There are times when the people that arrive at the
shelter have nothing but the clothing on their
back, so these items will make a great difference
in their lives!

To learn more about the organization or to give
monetarily the website is:

Sheboygan Safe Harbor Website
 
Click below for items

Shelter List Needs

 

http://www.sheboygansafeharbor.org.
https://files.constantcontact.com/81db9a37601/55b16893-4227-4473-a557-7b3714147ece.docx


Please let us know if you have any questions and
thank you for giving!
 
Justine Alexander
justinealexander@cascadedevelop.com

2019 Meetings Dates

March Chapter Meeting:
Blue Harbor Resort
725 Blue Harbor Drive
Sheboygan WI 53081
 

May Chapter Meeting:
Appleton Airport
W6390 Challenger Dr
Appleton, WI 54914
Location and directions to come
 

September Chapter Meeting: 
Saint Kate
139 E Kilbourn Ave, Milwaukee, WI 53202
 

November Chapter Meeting
Four Points by Sheraton
Milwaukee North Shore
8900 N Kildeer Ct, Brown Deer, Wisconsin
53209, United States

mailto:justinealexander@cascadedevelop.com

